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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)03 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)[El All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 
5,793,457 (457). 

Per claims 1 and 6, 457 teaches a fabrication method for a color filter panel of a display 
device, comprising: forming a black matrix layer having a first opening on a substrate [opaque 
layer 3 and first step of methods 1-4]; forming an organic layer on the color filter layer and in 
the first opening [see column 10, line 41-42]; and forming a spacer by back-exposing the 
organic layer through the first opening [see column 10, line 49-52, mask "with light-shielding 
sections..."]. 457 lacks the step of forming a color filter layer on the substrate. However, it 
was notoriously well known to form color filter between black masks in order to create a color 
display. Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of 
invention to combine the well known color filter with 457. 

Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent 
US005880803A (803). 



Application/Control Number: 10/825,414 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2871 

Per claim 1, 803 teaches a fabrication method for a color filter panel of a display device, 
comprising: forming a black matrix layer having a first opening on a substrate [opaque layer 3a 
and see columns 4-5]; forming an organic layer on the color filter layer and in the first opening 
[see column 5, second full paragraph]; and forming a spacer by back-exposing the organic layer 
through the first opening [see column 5, second full paragraph], 803 lacks the step of forming a 
color filter layer on the substrate. However, it was notoriously well known to form color filter 
between black masks in order to create a color display. Accordingly it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of invention to combine the well known color filter 
with 803. 

Per claim 4, 803 teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: forming an overcoat 
layer on the color filter layer; and forming an alignment layer on the spacer [see insulation layer 
4a and alignment layer 5 a]. 

Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
20050099580A1 (580) in view of US Patent US005880803A (803) . 

580 teaches teaches a fabrication method for a color filter panel of a display device, 
comprising: forming a black matrix layer having a first opening on a substrate [42]; forming a 
color filter layer on the substrate [see 43]; forming an organic layer on the color filter layer and 
in the first opening [57]; and forming a common electrode on the color filter layer [45]. 580 
lacks the step of forming an alignment layer on the the spacer and forming a spacer by back- 
exposing the organic layer through the first opening. However, 803 teaches forming an 
alignment layer on the the spacer and forming a spacer by back-exposing the organic layer 
through the first opening in order to improve spacer position accuracy and manufacturing 
improvements [see abstract]. Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at 
the time of invention to combine 803 with 580. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-3 and 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Dudek whose telephone number is 571-272-2290. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 571-272-2293. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) am(w-2(7^9l97 (toll-free). 

Mapi^s A. Dudek 
Brimary Examiner 
Art Unit 2871 



